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DETAILED ACTION 

• This office action is responsive to the following communication: 
Amendment filed on 11/04/2008. 

• Claims 1 , 3-7, 9-24 are currently pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/04/2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

2. With respect to applicant's argument that "Takeo does not describe that it 
is determined whether or not the peripheral device exists, and if the peripheral 
device exists, a positive output is produced, and if the peripheral device does not 
exist, an abnormal value is produced". 

In reply: Regarding claim 1 , Takeo '707 does not explicitly show an 
examining unit configured to examine said hardware resource and determine 
whether said hardware resource exists, and output, in response to a positive 
determination, a normal value and output, in response to a negative 
determination, an abnormal value as the result of the examination: the examining 
unit being executed prior to execution of the program; an activating unit 
configured to activate the examining unit prior to the execution of the program 
and, in response to the positive determination activate said program. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the 
art as evidenced by Isshiki '384. In particular, Isshiki '384 teaches an examining 
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unit (CPU 1 , fig. 2) configured to examine said hardware resource (i.e., The CPU 
1 controls access to various devices connected to a system bus 5 on the basis of 
a control program stored in the program ROM 2A or a control program which is 
stored in a hard disk (HD) 3 and loaded onto a RAM 4 in activation; Page 3, para 
[0045], fig. 2) and determine whether said hardware resource exists (i.e., the task 
activates a hardware check program to check whether hardware is abnormal; 
Page 3, para [00681), and output, in response to a positive determination (i.e., 
hardware exists, the task initializes various devices; Page 4, para [0070]),_a 
normal value and output, in response to a negative determination, an abnormal 
value as the result of the examination (i.e., the task shifts to step S504 to display 
abnormal hardware, and ends a series of processes; Page 3, para [0069]); the 
examining unit being executed prior to execution of the program (i.e., the task 
causes the basic OS activated in step S507 to generate and activate application 
tasks; Page 4, para [0072], fig. 5); 

an activating unit (the boot processing task, page 3, para [0068]) 
configured to activate the examining unit prior to the execution of the program 
and, in response to the positive determination activate said program (i.e., the 
task initializes various devices on the main body 1000 and the task executes 
various initialization operations of a basic OS which will run on the CPU 1, and 
activates the basic OS program; Page 4, para [0070] - [0072], fig. 5). 

In view of the above, having the system of Takeo and then given the well- 
established teaching of Isshiki, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 



Application/Control Number: 10/723,603 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

system of Takeo as taught by Isshiki to include: an examining unit configured to 
examine said hardware resource and determine whether said hardware resource 
exists, and output, in response to a positive determination, a normal value and 
output, in response to a negative determination, an abnormal value as the result 
of the examination; the examining unit being executed prior to execution of the 
program; an activating unit configured to activate the examining unit prior to the 
execution of the program and, in response to the positive determination activate 
said program, since the modification would ensure activating unit can efficiently 
check the hardware status and activate only programs that fit the image forming 
apparatus. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 , 3-7, 9-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Takeo et al. (US 7,126,707) in view of Isshiki (US 
2002/0118384). 



Regarding claim 1 , Takeo 707 discloses an image forming apparatus (Fig. 
1), comprising: 
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a hardware resource (Fig. 2); 

a program (processing programs, fig. 17); 

a configuration unit (Fig. 2) configured to store identification of the 
program and identification of the examining unit correspondingly on a one-to-one 
basis (i.e., a scanner engine 3 is controlled by the controller 1 ; Col. 4, line 1 1 , fig. 
1)- 

Takeo '707 does not explicitly show an examining unit configured to 
examine said hardware resource and determine whether said hardware resource 
exists, and output, in response to a positive determination, a normal value and 
output, in response to a negative determination, an abnormal value as the result 
of the examination: the examining unit being executed prior to execution of the 
program; an activating unit configured to activate the examining unit prior to the 
execution of the program and, in response to the positive determination activate 
said program. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the 
art as evidenced by Isshiki '384. In particular, Isshiki '384 teaches an examining 
unit (CPU 1 , fig. 2) configured to examine said hardware resource (i.e., The CPU 
1 controls access to various devices connected to a system bus 5 on the basis of 
a control program stored in the program ROM 2A or a control program which is 
stored in a hard disk (HD) 3 and loaded onto a RAM 4 in activation; Page 3, para 
[0045], fig. 2) and determine whether said hardware resource exists (i.e., the task 
activates a hardware check program to check whether hardware is abnormal; 
Page 3, para [00681), and output, in response to a positive determination (i.e.. 
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hardware exists, the task initializes various devices; Page 4, para [0070]),_a 
normal value and output, in response to a negative determination, an abnormal 
value as the result of the examination (i.e., the task shifts to step S504 to display 
abnormal hardware, and ends a series of processes; Page 3, para [0069]); the 
examining unit being executed prior to execution of the program (i.e., the task 
causes the basic OS activated in step S507 to generate and activate application 
tasks; Page 4, para [0072], fig. 5); 

an activating unit (the boot processing task, page 3, para [0068]) 
configured to activate the examining unit prior to the execution of the program 
and, in response to the positive determination activate said program (i.e., the 
task initializes various devices on the main body 1000 and the task executes 
various initialization operations of a basic OS which will run on the CPU 1 , and 
activates the basic OS program; Page 4, para [0070] - [0072], fig. 5). 

In view of the above, having the system of Takeo and then given the well- 
established teaching of Isshiki, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
system of Takeo as taught by Isshiki to include: an examining unit configured to 
examine said hardware resource and determine whether said hardware resource 
exists, and output, in response to a positive determination, a normal value and 
output, in response to a negative determination, an abnormal value as the result 
of the examination; the examining unit being executed prior to execution of the 
program; an activating unit configured to activate the examining unit prior to the 
execution of the program and, in response to the positive determination activate 
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said program, since the modification would ensure activating unit can efficiently 
check the hardware status and activate only programs that fit the image forming 
apparatus. 

Regarding claim 3, Takeo 707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein said configuration unit (Fig. 2) configures a 
one-to-"n" (n: an integer more than 1) relation between said examining unit and a 
plurality of said programs (i.e., a view showing a memory map of a memory 
medium storing various data processing programs readable by a print system in 
which a print control apparatus is adaptable; Col. 25, lines 60-65, fig. 17). 

Regarding claim 4, Takeo 707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein said configuration unit (Fig. 2) configures an 
"n"-to-one (n: an integer more than 1 ) relation between a plurality of said 
examining units and said program (i.e., a facsimile reception job and a facsimile 
transmission job are processed by the controller 1 by selecting and controlling 
the printer engine 4, the scanner engine 3 and the facsimile board 5; Col. 4, lines 
25-30). 

Regarding claim 5, Takeo 707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), further comprising: 

a storage unit in which the result of the examination is stored (i.e., a view 



Application/Control Number: 10/723,603 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2625 

showing an example of "modes (job storage) designatable as job assignment 
start command" attribute held by the peripheral device; Col. 16, lines 1-5, fig. 24); 
wherein 

said examining unit determines whether the result of the examination that 
said examining unit is to perform is stored in said storage unit (i.e., a view 
showing "list of designatable file storage locations" attribute held by the 
peripheral device; Fig. 27), and uses, if the result of the examination that said 
examining unit is to perform is stored in said storage unit (i.e., a view showing 
"list of designatable default file storage locations" attribute held by the peripheral 
device; Fig. 28), the stored result of the examination (a "mode (execution 
guarantee) of the job assignment start command" shown in FIG. 25). 

Regarding claim 6, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

said activating unit (Driver software, see Abstract / Fig. 8) activates said 
examining unit in compliance with the relation configured in said configuration 
unit (i.e., a process flow for an execution guarantee job. This process flow is 
executed by the controller of the peripheral device, and, at the activation thereof, 
discriminates whether a job designated for execution guarantee remains 
unexecuted, and, if such unexecuted job is present, executes such job; Col. 22, 
lines 8-13, fig. 33). 
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Regarding claim 7, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein said activating unit (Driver software, fig. 8), 
after activating said program (i.e., the attribute A can be acquired by the driver 
software, and, if acquisition is possible, the sequence proceeds to a step 86, but, 
if otherwise, the sequence is terminated; Col. 7, lines 15-20, fig. 8), terminates 
said examining unit (i.e., a step 86 requests the acquisition of the value of the 
attribute A to the peripheral device and acquires such value of the attribute A, 
whereupon the sequence is terminated; Col. 7, lines 25-30, fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 9, Takeo 707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

said examining unit (Controller 1 , fig. 1 ) determines, if a device driver (The 
driver software inquiring the attribute information to the peripheral device, fig. 8) 
corresponding to said hardware resource can be successfully opened or is 
already opened (i.e., the driver software can set the attribute value at the job 
assignment (whether setting is possible 62), whether the driver software can 
change the attribute value for the already assigned job (whether change is 
possible 63), and whether the driver software can acquire the attribute value for 
the assigned job (whether acquiring is possible 64); Col. 6, lines 36-41 , fig. 6), 
that said hardware resource exists, and determines that said hardware resource 
does not exist otherwise (i.e., the driver software is contained in the "attribute list 
supported by the job" acquired in the step 81 , and, if such attribute A indicating a 
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function is contained, the sequence proceeds to a step 83, but, if otherwise, the 
sequence proceeds to a step 85; Col. 7, lines 8-13, fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 10, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein, 

in response to receipt of the normal value output by said examining unit in 
the determination as to whether said hardware resource exists that 
operates partially or entirely (i.e., a facsimile reception job and a facsimile 
transmission job are processed by the controller 1 by selecting and controlling 
the printer engine 4, the scanner engine 3 and the facsimile board 5; Col. 4, lines 
25-30, fig. 1 ) as one of a printer, a copier, a facsimile machine, and a scanner, 
said activating unit activates said program corresponding 
to the one of the printer, the copier, the facsimile machine, and the scanner (i.e., 
a setting image for the "job process start mode" and a selecting image for the 
printer; Col. 14, lines 64-66, fig. 19). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein said examining unit determines whether said 
hardware resource exists, and outputs, in response to a negative determination, 
a normal value and outputs (i.e., an attribute value "execution without guarantee" 
2502; Col. 17, lines 65-67 and Col. 18, lines 1-5, fig. 25), in response to a 
positive determination, an abnormal value as the result of the examination (i.e., 
an attribute value "execution with guarantee" 2501 indicates that the execution of 
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the job is guaranteed. Thus, it indicates that, after the transmission of a 
command group instructing the job process to the peripheral device, if the 
peripheral device becomes incapable of the job process by a certain trouble (for 
example power supply breakdown in the peripheral device), the execution of the 
job is guaranteed after the trouble is resolved; Col. 18, lines 7-15, fig. 25). 

Regarding claim 12, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

in response to receipt of the normal value output by said examining unit in 
the determination as to whether a hard disk drive exists (i.e., in fig. 21 , 
respectively indicate "normal execution", "execution with job storage" and 
"storage area 8"), said activating unit mounts a RAM disk in compliance with the 
relation configured in said configuration unit (i.e., a step 137 stores the job data, 
received in succession to the command, in the RAM 22 or the DISK 30 shown in 
fig. 2, whereupon the sequence is terminated; Col. 9, lines 20-23, fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 13, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein said examining unit determines whether said 
hardware resource satisfies a predetermined performance requirement (i.e., an 
attribute value "start immediately" 305 indicates that the job process is started 
immediately with the job assignment. Thus the peripheral devices starts the job 
process without awaiting the input of the start command or the lapse of the 
predetermined time; Col. 1 1 , lines 25-30, fig. 7), and outputs, in response to a 
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positive determination, a normal value and outputs (i.e., Normal Execution 2301 
designatable as job assignment start command attribute held by the peripheral 
device; Fig. 23), in response to a negative determination (Interrupt Execution 
2302, fig. 23), an abnormal value as the result of the determination (i.e., an 
attribute value "interruption execution" 2602 indicates the execution of the job by 
interruption; Col. 18, lines 32-33, fig. 26). 

Regarding claim 14, Takeo 707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

in response to receipt of the normal value output by said examining unit in 
the determination as to whether a central processing unit satisfies a 
predetermined performance requirement (i.e., peripheral devices starts the job 
process without awaiting the input of the start command or the lapse of the 
predetermined time; Col. 11, lines 27-29), said activating unit activates said 
program having the relation with said examining unit (i.e., the process shown in 
FIG. 8 is executed when the user activates the driver software, wishing to 
execute printing; Col. 7, lines 35-45, fig. 8), 

in response to receipt of the abnormal value output by said examining unit, 
said activating unit does not activate said program having the relation with said 
examining unit (i.e., a step 84 acquires a list of attribute values settable as the 
attribute A, from the peripheral device shown in FIG. 1 . A step 85 discriminates 
whether the attribute A can be acquired by the driver software, and, if acquisition 
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is possible, the sequence proceeds to a step 86, but, if otherwise, the sequence 
is terminated; Col. 7, lines 20-25, fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 15, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

said activating unit (The process shown in FIG. 8 is executed when the 
user activates the driver software), in response to receipt of the normal value 
from said examining unit as the result of a memory check, activates said program 
related to said examining unit in said configuration unit (i.e., a view showing a 
memory map of a memory medium storing various data processing programs 
readable by a print system in which a print control apparatus is adaptable; Figs. 
12, 17), and in response to receipt of the abnormal value from said examining 
unit as the result of the memory check, does not activate said program (i.e., if the 
step 149 identifies that the attribute value is not changeable, a step 152 executes 
a process of informing the driver software that the change of the attribute value 
has failed (an error response command transmission process), whereupon the 
sequence is terminated; Col. 10, lines 20-25, fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 16, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

said configuration unit (Fig. 2) configures the relation between said 
examining unit and one of a directory in which said program is located (The 
detailed configuration of hardware resources for a controller, fig. 2) and an upper 
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directory thereof (i.e., there may also be stored information for managing the 
programs stored in the memory medium, such as version information, author 
information etc., and information dependent on the operating system of the 
program reading side, such as icons for identifying the programs; Col. 25, lines 
65-67 and Col. 26, lines 1-3); 

said activating unit (The process shown in FIG. 8 is executed when the 
user activates the driver software, col. 7, lines 35-45), in response to receipt of 
the normal value as a result of the determination (i.e., Normal Execution 2301 
designatable as job assignment start command attribute held by the peripheral 
device; Fig. 23), mounts the directory or the upper directory related to said 
examining unit (i.e., enable the information processing apparatus to designate, 
by a control command, the start mode selected by the user, such as a mode for 
starting the job processing; Col. 2, lines 9-12), and in response to receipt of the 
abnormal value as the result of the determination, mounts neither the directory 
nor the upper directory (i.e., the step 149 identifies that the attribute value is not 
changeable, a step 152 executes a process of informing the driver software that 
the change of the attribute value has failed (an error response command 
transmission process), whereupon the sequence is terminated; Col. 10, lines 20- 
25, fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 17, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

said examining unit (Controller 1, fig. 1) determines whether a 
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predetermined identifier (Driver software, see Abstract / Fig. 8) of said hardware 
resource (Hardware resources 26-30, fig. 2) satisfies a predetermined condition 
(i.e., peripheral devices starts the job process without awaiting the input of the 
start command or the lapse of the predetermined time; Col. 11, lines 27-30), 
outputs a normal value in response to a positive determination (i.e., Normal 
Execution 2301 designatable as job assignment start command attribute held by 
the peripheral device; Fig. 23), and outputs an abnormal value in response to a 
negative determination (i.e., an attribute value "interruption execution" 2602 
indicates the execution of the job by interruption; Col. 18, lines 32-33, fig. 26). 

Regarding claim 18, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

said examining unit (Controller 1 , fig. 1 ) determines whether an identifier 
stored in an SD card (i.e., a step 171 holds the assigned job and waits until a 
start command with password from the user interface 6; Col. 14, lines 7-8, fig. 
16) matches an identifier of a slot to which the SD card is inserted (i.e., the 
sequence proceeds to a step 172 for comparing the password entered by the 
user in association with the start command with password and the "job process 
start password" set at the job assignment; Col. 14, lines 10-13, fig. 16), outputs a 
normal value in response to a positive determination (i.e., a step 173 
discriminates whether the two passwords match in the comparison in the step 
172, and, in case of matching, the sequence proceeds to a step 174; Col. 14, 
lines 14-16, fig. 16), and outputs an abnormal value in response to a negative 
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determination (i.e., otherwise, the sequence returns to the step 171; Col. 14, line 
17, fig. 16). 

Regarding claim 19, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

said activating unit (The process shown in FIG. 8 is executed when the 
user activates the driver software, col. 7, lines 35-45) executes said program 
configured in said configuration unit as related to said examining unit in response 
to receipt of the normal value from said examining unit as the result of the 
determination (i.e., a view showing a memory map of a memory medium storing 
various data processing programs readable by a print system in which a print 
control apparatus is adaptable; Figs. 12, 17), and does not execute said program 
configured in said configuration unit as related to said examining unit in response 
to receipt of the abnormal value from said examining unit as the result of the 
determination (i.e., the step 149 identifies that the attribute value is not 
changeable, a step 152 executes a process of informing the driver software that 
the change of the attribute value has failed (an error response command 
transmission process), whereupon the sequence is terminated; Col. 10, lines 20- 
25, fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 20, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

said storage unit (Execution with Storing 2402, fig. 24) is a memory region 
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(i.e., the attribute values settable in the "mode (job storage) designatable for the 
job assignment start command" held by the peripheral device. This information is 
stored in the ROM 25 or the DISK 30 of the peripheral device; Col. 17, lines 33- 
37) that said examining unit can directly access (i.e., there are listed modes 
designatable when the job issuing software assigns the job assignment start 
command to the controller of the peripheral device; Col. 17, lines 37-40). 

Regarding claim 21 , Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein 

said activating unit (The process shown in FIG. 8 is executed when the 
user activates the driver software, col. 7, lines 35-45) is activated by an operating 
system that is activated after the power of the image forming apparatus is turned 
on (i.e., there may also be stored information for managing the programs stored 
in the memory medium, such as version information, author information etc., and 
information dependent on the operating system of the program reading side, 
such as icons for identifying the programs; Col. 25, lines 65-67 and Col. 26, lines 
1-3). 

Regarding claim 22, Takeo '707 discloses the image forming apparatus 
(Peripheral device, fig. 1), wherein said program (A program controlling the 
controller 1 shown in fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 35-40) further comprises: 

an application program used for image forming (i.e., job data 52 are 
prepared from the data outputted from an application program (for example a text 



Application/Control Number: 10/723,603 Page 18 

Art Unit: 2625 

processing program, a table calculation program or an image data generation 
program); Col. 7, lines 43-46, fig. 17); 

a control service program that manages said hardware resource used for 
the image forming (i.e., a controller 1 for controlling peripheral devices is 
provided with hardware resources as shown in fig. 2; Col. 4, lines 4-5); 

an operating system (i.e., information dependent on the operating system 
of the program reading side, such as icons for identifying the programs; Col. 26, 
lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 23, claim 23 is the method claim of device claim 1 . 
Therefore, method claim 23 is rejected for the reason given in device claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 24, Takeo '707 discloses a computer-readable storage 
medium storing a program (A memory medium storing various data processing 
programs, fig. 17) that causes a computer (PC 1 , fig. 3) having a hardware 
resource (Fig. 2) and a program (processing programs, fig. 17) to function as: 

a configuration unit (Fig. 2) in which a relation between said examining 
unit and said program is configured (The detailed configuration of hardware 
resources for a controller, fig. 2); 

Takeo '707 does not explicitly show an examining unit that examines said 
hardware resource and determines whether said hardware resource exists, and 
output, in response to a positive determination, a normal value and output, in 
response to a negative determination, an abnormal value as the result of the 
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examination: and an activating unit that activates said program having the 
relation with said examining unit based on the examination. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the 
art as evidenced by Isshiki '384. In particular, Isshiki '384 teaches an examining 
unit (CPU 1 , fig. 2) that examines said hardware resource (i.e., The CPU 1 
controls access to various devices connected to a system bus 5 on the basis of a 
control program stored in the program ROM 2A or a control program which is 
stored in a hard disk (HD) 3 and loaded onto a RAM 4 in activation; Page 3, para 
[0045], fig. 2) and determines whether said hardware resource exists (i.e., the 
task activates a hardware check program to check whether hardware is 
abnormal; Page 3, para [00681) , and output, in response to a positive 
determination, a normal value and output (i.e., hardware exists, the task 
initializes various devices; Page 4, para r00701) , in response to a negative 
determination, an abnormal value as the result of the examination (i.e., the task 
shifts to step S504 to display abnormal hardware, and ends a series of 
processes; Page 3, para [0069]); and an activating unit (the boot processing task, 
page 3, para [0068]) that activates said program having the relation with said 
examining unit based on the examination (i.e., the task initializes various devices 
on the main body 1000 and the task executes various initialization operations of 
a basic OS which will run on the CPU 1 , and activates the basic OS program; 
Page 4, para [0070] - [0072], fig. 5). 

In view of the above, having the system of Takeo and then given the well- 
established teaching of Isshiki, it would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
system of Takeo as taught by Isshiki to include: an examining unit that examines 
said hardware resource and determines whether said hardware resource exists, 
and output, in response to a positive determination, a normal value and output, in 
response to a negative determination, an abnormal value as the result of the 
examination; and an activating unit that activates said program having the 
relation with said examining unit based on the examination, since the 
modification would ensure activating unit can efficiently check the hardware 
status and activate only programs that fit the image forming apparatus. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hamanaka et al. (US 5,712,713) discloses image forming apparatus 
having automatic edit timing. 

Jail et al. (US 7,477,948) discloses apparatus and methods for 
precompiling program sequences for wafer processing. 

Yamashita et al. (US 5,640,467) discloses image forming apparatus which 
monitors hardware errors of a controller of a copying-inhibited function. 



6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Allen H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-1229. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, KING Y. POON can be reached on (571) 272-7440. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



/Allen H. Nguyen/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



